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Fall 2011
· The Marion Diamonds Fastpitch Softball is a 501(C)3 non-profit organization.
· The Marion Diamonds use RightView Pro computerized software for hitting/pitching instruction.
· The Marion Diamonds and Wilson/Demarini have an agreement for special team equipment pricing.

· The Marion Diamonds have a yearly organizational Christmas party in December for all teams.
· The Marion Diamonds Fastpitch goal is to field 10-12 teams from 10U to 18U. We try to make each team comprised of girls the same age if possible.
· The Marion Diamonds has sent several teams to World Series competition in past years.
· The Marion Diamonds organization has had several girls go on to play collegiate softball. 
· Our player retention from year to year is around 90%.

Tryouts

· After completing tryouts, we try to offer positions to the top 10-11 players for each team. We ask out of respect for the other players which have not been called in the first round that you try to give us an answer within a few days of the offer. We are not trying to pressure you to join our team(s) but we feel we have a great organization and there are many girls who do want the spots. If one of the players turns down an offer, we will call the next girl until the team roster is full. We will post updates and the final rosters on our web site within a week or two but it depends on the responses from the girls who offers are made to. Please be respectful of them. If you have questions about your individual tryout, contact Phil Shepler or Mike Slob which is available on our web site. 
Cost

· The cost to play with the Marion Diamonds is $475. The fees are due in the following increments because most of the expenses are paid during the winter months: the first payment of $150, is a non-refundable deposit and due upon taking a position with the team. The second payment of $150 is due by December 4th (Christmas Party), and the final payment is due Feb. 1st. The player fees pay for uniforms, team insurance, 6 tournament fees, team equipment, and other misc. expenses. Each new player will receive 2 jersey’s, 2 pair of shorts, 2 pair of socks, and 1 bat bag. Returning players will receive a $25 reduction in player fees. Your team may also choose to play in a fall league, winter league or an additional summer tournament would will be an additional cost. If your team qualifies and chooses to attend the Nationals, additional fundraisers will be required.
FAQ
· How many tournaments will the Marion Diamonds playing in?

· Each team will play anywhere from 6 to 8 weekends depending on the coach of that particular team.
· What dates will the tournaments be played?

· The first weekend will be in May and go through the end of July.
· How far away to you plan to travel?

· We usually plan on 2 overnight tournaments but it depends on each coach and where that player lives.
· Will all the Marion Diamond teams attend the same tournaments?

· Yes, if possible, when there are sisters playing on different teams. Sometimes there are at the same tournament but play at different venues. We try to have all of our Diamond teams attend one together.
· Are the Marion Diamonds going to play in any national tournaments?

· Yes, if a team is very successful and wishes to pursue it, it is not out of the question. We will be attending several national qualifiers to give those teams that opportunity.
· How many girls are on each team?

· 10 to 12 depending on the coach of that particular team. The goal is for the Diamonds is to get maximum, not equal, playing time for all the girls.
· What about accommodations? 

· The parents are not required to stay overnight but are financially responsible if they choose to stay.
· Will the teams practice during the winter months?

· Most of the younger teams will practice depending on that particular coach.
· Is there any fundraising that will be done?

· Yes, each girl must participate in the Diamonds raffle which is prior to the December Christmas party. 
